Pnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 23, 2015

The Honorable Sally Jewell
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Jewell:

We write to thank you for your tremendous efforts to protect the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. The Arctic Refuge is an exceptional part of America, worthy of the highest level of
protection as wilderness. We applaud you and President Obama for promoting the highest
possible level of protection for this pristine landscape and thank you for recommending that new
areas within the Arctic Refuge, especially the Coastal Plain, be designated as wilderness in the
Refuge’s final Comprehensive Conservation Plan.

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge was set aside nearly 55 years ago for its “unique wildlife,
wilderness, and recreational values.” This unparalleled landscape is truly one of America’s
greatest wild places. The Coastal Plain is the biological heart of the Refuge, which the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service calls the “center for wildlife activity” in the Refuge. Protecting this
important area as wilderness will not only protect these wildlife resources but also ensure that
this area remains as a pristine and untouched piece of America.

Protecting the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge has always been an issue that rose above party
lines. President Eisenhower first protected the area in 1960 and we thank you for continuing the
bipartisan legacy of protecting this untrammeled wild place by recommending its designation as
wilderness.

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is a place with wilderness values that are unmatched by
nearly any other public lands in America. This extraordinary area belongs to all Americans and
we strongly support the Department’s recommendation that the Coastal Plain and other important
areas be designated as wilderness so that the Refuge can be protected for future generations. We
will continue to work to achieve the Congressional action needed to support your
recommendation to ensure that the Arctic Refuge can be protected forever. Thank you for your
continued commitment to protecting this special place.
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