
 

 

 

 

February 1, 2023 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

We write in support of full funding for the Active Transportation Infrastructure 

Investment Program (ATIIP) in the President’s fiscal 2024 and 2025 budgets. The ATIIP — 

which was authorized in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)1 and first funded in 

the fiscal 2023 omnibus2 — provides grants to states and localities to develop active 

transportation infrastructure, such as bike paths and walking trails, and to connect that 

infrastructure into networks within communities and spine trails between communities. Active 

transportation infrastructure is safer, more affordable, and more accessible than traditional roads 

and it mitigates climate change by promoting carbon-free transportation options. We urge the 

U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) to fund the ATIIP at least at its IIJA-authorized level 

— $200 million per year — in its fiscal 2024 and fiscal 2025 budgets. 

Although Congress appropriated $45 million for the ATIIP in the fiscal 2023 omnibus, 

active transportation infrastructure remains significantly underfunded. In spring 2020, for 

example, local transportation planners and bicycle and pedestrian organizations identified $7 

billion of unmet need for active transportation networks.3 The actual unmet need may be much 

higher than that figure. Yet, besides the new funding for the ATIIP, the only major dedicated 

source of funding for active transportation infrastructure comes from the set-aside in the Surface 

Transportation Block Grant, known as the Transportation Alternatives (TA) program. Although 

Congress increased the TA set-aside in the IIJA, these funds — roughly $1.4 billion per year — 

are largely used for discrete projects and do not provide concentrated investments to create 

comprehensive active transportation networks. Congress created the ATIIP to fill this gap and 

build on this historic investment. 

The ATIIP would also help address some of the biggest challenges facing our country, 

including climate change and the road safety crisis. Active transportation infrastructure, for 

example, encourages individuals to adopt more affordable, healthier, and cleaner forms of 

                                                           
1 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, Pub. L. No. 117-58, § 11529 (2021). 
2 Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023, Pub. L. No. 117-328 (2022).  
3 Press Release, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, RTC Pushes Congress to Resolve Unfinished Business with 

Reconciliation Package (Aug. 24, 2021), https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/rtc-pushes-

congress-to-resolve-unfinished-business-with-reconciliation-package. 
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transportation such as walking and biking, keeping their carbon-belching cars parked at home. 

These investments are particularly important because the transportation sector is the largest 

source of greenhouse gas emissions.4 In fact, a recent study estimated that substantial investment 

in active transportation could reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions by 54 million metric tons 

annually.5 Active transportation investments are also important for reversing the alarming 

increase in motor vehicle deaths, which have disproportionately impacted individuals outside of 

vehicles. Pedestrian fatalities, for example, rose 54 percent from 2010 to 2020, while all other 

traffic deaths increased just 13 percent during that period.6 By investing in protected bike paths 

and other active transportation infrastructure, the ATIIP will help increase walking and bicycling 

and reduce motor vehicle fatalities.7 Finally, active transportation networks will make our 

transportation system more equitable by providing affordable and accessible transportation 

options for the millions of U.S. households that do not own a car.  

 The ATIIP is thus uniquely positioned to advance the Biden administration’s 

transportation goals and create the foundation for a cleaner, healthier, safer, and more equitable 

transportation system. With $45 million in fiscal 2023, the ATIIP will soon begin to deliver 

benefits to communities across the country. This funding, however, is less than a quarter of the 

amount authorized in the IIJA. To fully deliver on the ATIIP’s promises, we urge DOT to fund 

the ATIIP with at least $200 million per year in its fiscal 2024 and fiscal 2025 budgets.  

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

       

 

 

             

Edward J. Markey     Chris Van Hollen 

United States Senator     United States Senator 

 

 

 

             

Chris Pappas      Jared Huffman 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

                                                           
4 See U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Sources of Greenhouse Gas Emissions, 

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/sources-greenhouse-gas-emissions.  
5 Torsha Bhattacharya et al., Active Transportation Transforms America: The Case for Increased Public 

Investment in Walking and Biking Connectivity, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 34-35 (Oct. 2019), 

https://www.railstotrails.org/resourcehandler.ashx?name=active-transportation-transforms-

america&id=21688&fileName=ActiveTransport_2019%20Report_FINAL_Reduced.pdf. 
6 Governors Highway Safety Association, Pedestrian Traffic Fatalities by State (2022), 

https://www.ghsa.org/resources/Pedestrians22. 
7 See, e.g., Federal Highway Administration, Nonmotorized Transportation Pilot Program: Continued Progress 

in Developing Walking and Bicycling Networks 39 (May 2014), 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/ntpp/2014_report/hep14035.pdf.  
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