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Ambassador Kelly Craft

Representative of the United States of America to the United Nations
United States Mission to the United States

799 United Nations Plaza

New York, NY 10017

Dear Ambassador Craft,

As the United States prepares to serve as the President of the United Nations (UN) Security
Council this December, I urge you to work with your colleagues to ensure that a meeting on
North Korean human rights abuses is placed on the Security Council’s agenda.

From 2014 to 2017, the Security Council held an annual meeting to discuss the North Korean
regime’s systematic violations of human rights. The United States worked closely with both
permanent and non-permanent members of the Security Council, playing a pivotal role to ensure
that the issue was consistently on the agenda.'

In 2018, the annual meeting was not convened for the first time in five years. The U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations reportedly was unable to place the topic on the Security
Council’s agenda due to the inability of the U.S. Mission to gather enough support from other
Security Council members.? I believe this outcome to be unacceptable.

Stripped of civil and political liberties, including freedoms of speech. press. and religion. North
Koreans lack basic human rights. The government, headed by Kim Jong Un, maintains
maximum control, relying on heinous tactics to instill fear in the North Korean people. An
estimated 80,000 to 120,000 North Koreans are currently detained in political prison camps.’
Testimonies from defectors detail horrifying conditions of deliberate starvation, enslavement,
rape, and other acts of sexual violence.* Alongside the Kim regime’s illicit nuclear weapons
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program, violations of this scale must be brought to the Security Council, the organ of the United
Nations most responsible for the maintenance of global peace, security, and promotion of respect
for human rights.

Public scrutiny—at the top of the United Nations system—sends a powerful message to North
Korea and other nations. The North Korean Permanent Representative to the UN and other
members of the delegation have repeatedly denied allegations of human rights violations.” China
and Russia, permanent members of the Security Council, have also opposed annual discussion of
North Korean abuses.®

During its upcoming Security Council presidency, the United States has a moral responsibility to
elevate the rights and dignities of the millions of North Koreans who live every day under the
threat of persecution.

Sincerely,

United States Senator
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